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Phasing out HCFCs by 2020

Starting 2013, Bhutan will stop in stages the use of
appliances that produce the gas

Yaracuen C Bivem

Tocutdewn carbon and promoie
energy efficiency for a green

economy by 2020, Bitan will
gracdually stop using appliances.

that produce an ozone depleting
substance [ODS), caflled hydro-
chlorofluorocarhans (HOFC)
starting 2013.

IENVIRONMENT

Since Bhutan is not a big
consurier nor a producer of this
pas that is responsible for deplet-
ing the ozone layer and global

‘warming, environmentalists say
that Bhutan can easily phase out
HCEC, ten vears ahead of the
Montreal protocol phase out
schedule.

Bhutan, as a signatory to the
Monueal protocol, will have o
phase out HCFC by 2030 but is
confident to phase out by 2020,
according to national environ-
ment commission (NEC) of-
ficials. :

National ozone officer, Pel-
don Tshering said that Bhutan
banned the import of chle-
roflunrocarbon {CFC) emitting
appliances in 2005, "But then

people started using appliances .
- that produce HCFC, such as

refrigerators, air conditioners,
chillers and many other cooling
appliances,” she said.

By 2020, Bhutan has com-

* mitted to: phase put the con-

sumption of HCFC producing
products that are mainly used by
bigindustries, hotels and resorts,
corporate offices, governmental
sectors, aswell as domestic serv-
ice sector.

“We've already talked with
all these sectors and they've
agreed, so they're now aware,’
Peldon Tshering said.

NEC wili spon come up with
policy and legisiative plans on
export and import of products
containing HCFCs. They will
algo train and do capacity build-
ing activities, as well as create
awareness on removing HCFC
gas.

“we'll also introduce 3D
stamps as an advocacy material
Lo create awareness on impact
of HCFC,” Peldon Tshering said.
" study of how much HCFC gas
containing appliances is con-
sumed will be done before we
start phasing out”

Seniorregional network coos-
dinator, Awul Regai, said the com-
mitrnent rade by Bhutan is good
but challenging as well. “Bhutan

“should make sure they control

the imports of HCFC appliances
from India and China," he said,
“The policy should clearly infiu-
Ence consumers o purchase hon
HCFC appliances ondy”

He explained that phasing
cut doesn't necessarily mean
immediate switching off of ap-
pliances that contain and emit
HCFC gas. Countries like China,
India and Argentina, he said,
who produce 400,000 tonnes of
gas every year, have also com-
mitted to stop producing HCFC
appliances and instead use alter-
native better adoption,

I a country fails to phase
out HCFC by 2030, then an in-
ternational level meetdng would
be held to decide on providing
additional funding and technical
support

The decision to phasing out
HCFC gas plan was finalised
yesterday in the capital. "We'll
discuss the plan and review the
strategy in November this veas
in Montréal" Al Regai said.
“Comnitiee consisting of seven
developed and developing coumn-
tries will decide on how much
funding should be allocated for
Blmtan,” he said.

Bhutan is the 193rd sighatory
to the Monweal protocol out of

196.countries today.



