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Media Advisory

Found: Thousands of Megawatts of New Renewable Energy Potential

(Story embargoed for 15.00 UTC/GMT, 14 April 2005)

WHAT:
Press Briefing on the results of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) led Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment (SWERA) 

WHEN: 
April 14, 2005, Thursday, 10.30
WHERE: 
World Resources Institute, 10 G Street, NE, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20002

WHO:
Mark Radka, Head of UNEP Energy, Tom Hamlin, SWERA Project Manager, and a representative from the US National Renewable Energy Laboratory.
WHY:
Since 2001, and with substantial support from the Global Environment Facility, the pioneering SWERA project has been assessing the solar and wind resource of 13 developing countries, including Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Cuba, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Nepal, Nicaragua and Sri Lanka.

This multi-million dollar project, the first of its kind, has discovered thousands of megawatts of new renewable energy potential.  In a world of rising oil prices, increased energy insecurity, and the very real threat of global warming, SWERA demonstrates the huge opportunities presented by renewable technologies.  As countries strive to meet their energy goals, information is now available to help planners deploy clean energy solutions, from solar panels to wind turbines. 

The first results from the SWERA project will be presented in Washington DC on April 14 at an international meeting (same venue as press briefing) of scientists and policy-makers organized by UNEP. 

Journalists attending the press briefing will have the opportunity to learn more about SWERA and other related activities.  Information from the UNEP energy meeting will also be available, as well as experts for interview.

CONTACTS:  Brennan Van Dyke, Director, Regional Office for North America, United Nations 

Environment Programme, 1707 H Street, NW #300, Washington, DC 20006, (202) 785-0465 (T), (202) 785-2096 (F)
